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John Drewry's "Reason in Madness" is a compelling collection of five short stories, each delving into 

the unpredictable and irrepressible nature of the human spirit. Through these tales, Drewry explores 

themes of sanity, madness, and the fine line that often separates the two.  

 

 

"The Day the Circus Came to Town" is a satirical tale reflecting on contemporary politics. In an act of 

protest, voters across the country elect loony candidates, leading to a government composed 

entirely of clowns. The narrative cleverly mirrors real-world political disillusionment and the 

absurdity that can arise from collective frustration. Drewry's portrayal of a cabinet led by whimsical 

figures like Elizabeth the First of England and Grimaldi captures the chaos and unexpected coherence 

that can emerge from seemingly irrational choices. The story is a humorous yet thought-provoking 

commentary on the state of democracy and the power of the electorate. 

In "Miss Christie's Final Case," Drewry imagines a world where Arthur Conan Doyle is suspected of 

being Jack the Ripper. This story intricately blends historical fiction with crime thriller elements, 

keeping the reader engaged with its suspenseful plot and rich character development. The narrative 

challenges the reader to question the nature of evil and the thin veneer of sanity that often masks it. 
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Drewry's detailed depiction of the Victorian era and the psychological depth of the characters add 

layers of intrigue and complexity to the story. 

"The Magical Box" transports the reader to Nazi Germany, where a magician named The Magnificent 

Magus performs his illusions while imprisoned. This tale explores themes of hope, resilience, and the 

human capacity for wonder even in the darkest times. The Magus's magic serves as a metaphor for 

the enduring spirit of creativity and defiance against tyranny. Drewry's narrative skillfully balances 

the magical realism with the grim historical context, creating a story that is both uplifting and 

poignant. 

"Dichotomy" presents a vision of rural England in the future, a bucolic paradise that stands in stark 

contrast to the fast-paced, technology-driven world. This story examines the duality of human 

existence and the constant tension between progress and tradition. Drewry's evocative descriptions 

of the English countryside and his philosophical musings on the nature of time and change make this 

story a reflective and meditative piece. The narrative encourages the reader to ponder the balance 

between embracing the future and preserving the past. 

"Grandfather Christmas" is a heartwarming yet melancholic tale of Father Christmas on trial for his 

life. The story underscores the enduring power of belief and the importance of imagination in a 

world increasingly dominated by cynicism. Drewry's portrayal of Father Christmas as a vulnerable yet 

resilient figure resonates with readers of all ages, reminding them of the magic of childhood and the 

significance of holding on to one's dreams. The courtroom drama adds an element of suspense, 

while the underlying message is one of hope and redemption. 

Throughout "Reason in Madness," Drewry demonstrates a profound understanding of the human 

condition. His writing is characterized by wit, insight, and a keen observation of societal quirks and 

individual idiosyncrasies. The stories, while diverse in their settings and plots, are unified by a 

common thread of exploring the delicate balance between sanity and madness. Drewry's characters 

are richly drawn, each embodying the complexities and contradictions that define humanity. 

The book's title, "Reason in Madness," aptly captures the essence of the collection. Borrowing from 

Shakespeare's "King Lear," the title suggests that there is often a method to the madness, a deeper 

truth that can be uncovered when one looks beyond the surface. Drewry's stories invite the reader to 

do just that – to delve into the layers of meaning and to find the reason within the madness. 

Drewry's prose is both accessible and profound, making the book a delightful read for both casual 

readers and those seeking deeper philosophical insights. The humour and satire woven throughout 

the stories provide a light-hearted counterbalance to the more serious themes, ensuring that the 

book remains engaging and entertaining from start to finish. 

"Reason in Madness" is a testament to John Drewry's storytelling prowess and his ability to craft 

narratives that are as thought-provoking as they are enjoyable. The collection challenges the reader 

to question their perceptions, to embrace the unpredictable nature of life, and to find joy and 

meaning in the madness. Drewry's work is a celebration of the human spirit in all its complexity and 

an affirmation of the enduring power of imagination and creativity. 

Reason in Madness can be acquired on Amazon  
 

 


